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ANDREW DOWNES: SYMPHONY No.1 Opus 27 (1982) Duration 35'

The first performance of this Symphony was given on 11th July 1984 by the Symphony Orchestra of
Birmingham Conservatoire, conducted by Mark Foster, in All Saints Church, Cheltenham, as part of
the “Cheltenham Festival Fringe 84°, in a concert {0 commemorate the 50th anniversary of the death
of Gustav Holst, former organist of the church.

A further performance was given by the same players on 13th July 1984 in St George's Church,
Edgbaston.

"This is a brilliant work, written as a cry from the heart for recognition of the horror of nuclear war"
BIRMINGHAM EVENING MAIL

*...a fine work, laid out with the orchestral clarity that is a salient feature of the composer’s individual
style.....this symphony progresses with dignity from despair to a final ray of hope expressed by
Downes with an immediacy of communication that lies at the heart of all musical inspiration”

THE BIRMINGHAM POST .

Copyright (c) 1982 Andrew Downes

Published by:-
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Symphony No. 1, Opus 27, for Organ, Brass, Percussion and Strings
Andrew Downes

1. Prelude and Fanfare
2. Ricercare

3. Scherzo

4. Postlude

Andrew Downes wrote his first symphony very shortly after composing his
cantata "A Child is Singing" which expresses the horrors of nuclear war;
and the tone of this cantata greatly influences much of the mood of the
Symphony. There is a feeling of emptyness, of the unknown, and of
wandering in time and space in much of the work.

There are two themes to the first movement, the first of which is full of
foreboding and drama, the second of which is essentially lyrical and
melancholic. The former ominous mood dominates most of the movement and
leads into climaxes from which dramatic brass and organ fanfares develop.

But it is the second theme which finally takes over by means of a

string quartet, which emerges towards the efid with lyrical and poignant
polyphony, and which ultimately changes ti:e tone of the movement creating

a quiet, resigned atmosphere.

The feeling of meandering in a timeless™/oid comes to the fore in the second
movement, contrasting with frenzied almost barbaric climaxes. There is a
long, atmospheric coda with pinpoints of sound brought together by a
pulsating vibraphone ostinato.

The third movement has a more positive, less remote character. The
whole orchestra in turn tares up the rushing, vivacious scherzo motif.

The final movement takes stock of all the moods which have gone before.

The opening is slow and intense, echoing the mood which began the whole work;
but its character is warmer, as each of the string sections offers its comments in
a long, moving dialogue. A brass chorale, which heralds a note of true optimism,
reaccurs throughout the movement to denote a ray of hope over and above the
uncertainty and desolation. The climax of the movement is a build up of chaos,
which subsides into a mood of calm and resignation. Finally the movement
seems to travel away into infinity towards some unknown goal, while a small
hint of the chorale of hope reappears just once on violas and 'cellos.

CRD
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