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This piece was written for the Kreutzer Quartet and premiered in June 2010.

Duration: ca 7’

Instrumentation

Violin
Violin
Viola
Cello

Score in C



Composer’s Note

An aphorism is a short pithy phrase which contains a pearl of universal truth:

It is better to be hated for what one is, than loved for what one is not.
– André Gide

The concept of musical aphorism links with the concept of brevity as well as immediacy: 
a piece must say what it has to say and make itself very clear, whilst doing so in a short 
period of time. This is translated directly to music through the concentration on a singular 
cell, with minimal use of repetition. An aphorism is also immediately understandable, a 
quality which Five Aphorisms aims to contain.

In this piece, one four-note cell forms the basis of the material which is expanded in 
different ways in each aphorism. Within each micro-movement, the chosen permutation 
of the cell is used in various forms with differing degrees of abstraction, but always 
keeping the specific quality of its soundworld tangible. Each aphorism uses individual 
fragments which act as themes within their short time scale. There is overlap in this 
thematic material between each aphorism, furthering the unity created by the underlying 
single cell.

Martin Scheuregger
York – May 2010
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