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R’lyeh

a Tone Poem
after H.P Lovecraft

Duration: 12/

R’lyeh is a tone-poem based on the third section of H.P. Lovecraft’s novelette
The Call of Cthulhu. It follows the story of the ship Alert as it crosses the south
pacific and discovers the re-emerged continent of R’lyeh.

Instrumentation:

Piccolo
Flute/Alto Flute
Flute/Bass Flute

3 Oboes
3 Clarinets in Bb
2 Bassoons
1 Contrabassoon
4 Horns in F
3 Trumpets in Bb
2 Trombones
Bass Trombone
Tuba
4 Percussionists
12 (/18/24) Violin |
12 (/18/24) Violin 1l
8 (/12/16) Viola
8 (/12/16) Violoncello
4 (/6/8) Double Bass



Orchestral Layout

The piece is written assuming a standard orchestral layout of string desks.
String desks may have up to 4 players per desk, but should be a uniform number per desk.
The positions of the wind sections are flexible.
Percussion 3 should be stage right, and Percussion 4 should be stage left:

(Perc. 1 + Perc. 2)

STRINGS

Cond.

Large Bass Drum
Soft Beaters
Medium Sticks
Rubber Ball on Stick

Percussion 3

Rack of Small Cymbals of varying sizes
1x Tubular Bell (G below middle C, or G above
middle C if unavailable)
Large Cymbal on stand
Pair of Large Handheld Crash Cymbals
Brushes
Tubular Bells Mallet
Double Bass Bow

Percussion 2

Large Metal Sheet or Tam-Tam
2x Medium Toms/Roto Toms
Side Tom
Temple Blocks
Soft Beaters
Medium Sticks
Hard Sticks

Percussion 4

Rack of Small Cymbals of varying sizes
1x Tubular Bell (G below middle C, or G above
middle C if unavailable)
Large Cymbal on stand
Brushes
Double Bass Bow



Performance Notes

‘J = air fone

-------- > = gradual change

wwhisilo tone” = VWhistle tones. Blow gently into the flute fingering the given fundamental note to produce quiet,
JT’O‘F‘E““ unstable harmonics.
H * =

'\.j’m < =

= harmonic gliss ( J = fundamental fingering)
i-w
I Jet Whistle (blow sharply through the instrument fingering the marked note)

air tone with key clicks
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

Flurry of key clacks, blowing constantly through the instrument (unpitched).

Oboes

microtonal temolo

i —~— = microtonal tremolo around the pitch of the given note. Use fingering variants to produce
- — alegato tremolo.
o 7
b
prp

= barely play this note.

fast aleatoric
tremolo between
random fingerings

= fast aleatoric tremolo between random fingerings. High air pressure should ensure higher

>

notes. Sounds a bit like the beeping of a space ship.

any multiphonic
with this pitch in it

>
e

= multiphonic which includes the specified pitches. Should sound abrasive if possible.



Clarinets

gliss.
=
= Remove the mouth piece from the body. Play the mouthpiece, with teeth on the reed. Apply
pressure and move the teeth up the reed to create a high glissando, sounding like a “squeaky gate.

M

= closed mute

= open mute

> = gradual change between mute states

J J = air tones. If instructed, take mouthpiece and blow through instrument (not mouthpiece) at a slight
angle to maximise the dynamics of the air sound produced.

When instructed, remove one of the junctions from the B flat side of your instrument. Manipulate the thumb
key as you blow through the instrument to switch between two types of airtone (muted and open). Muted (B flat
side) should be quiet and open (F side) should be louder and sound more open.

d d

= regular air tone (B flat side)

J d = open air tone (F side)

Trumpets

(pitch) oy

_ - ~
- ~~
- ~~
- ~

oh > W » oh

Represents the pitch of the resulting harmonics from the change of mouth shapes. Change shapes gradually.

Trombones



played

ﬂﬂ/a'is&/£% fo

Lh
(%(5) () ()

sung (any octave)

Sung note is at any octave comfortable. The effect achieved should be an increase and decrease in beating as you
glissando from one note to an adjacent note while keeping the sung note constant.

Growl T L : : :
rowLTON® "~ Growl tone. Mouthpiece in mouth, flutter tongue to produce a quiet purring sound at a low pitch.

E Try to get as loud as possible.
<9

Strings desks should have a minimal of 2 players per desk and can have up to 4 (more is recommended) but
desks should have a uniform number of players within the section.

J J = play the wood of the bridge (anywhere convenient - best results can be achieved under the strings)
J J = play the side of the instrument (anywhere convenient).

J d = play the tailpiece. Some pitch may result, which is expected.

J

= tap the side of the instrument with your fingers.
exhale

J ‘XJ = exhale vocally, as if blowing out a candle.

-

J = very high bow pressure

bow
pressure _-- l

-

v

= gradual change in bow pressure, from low to high. At its peek, the bow should be cracking the
note and pulling the string slightly out of tune.

~ = = = =Place the hair of the bow on the body of the instrument underneath the strings, hold the bow

< ox X < in both hands and scrape the wood of the bow over the bow-hair. Should produce a worrying,
M sticky, staccato woody sound. Effect is rhythmically unpredictable.



Glissandi should be as continuous as possible. Re-take bow as needed and use artificial harmonics in the higher
passages if needed.

Microtonal Pitch Chart
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R'lyeh

A tone poem based on "The Call of Cthulhu" by H.P. Lovecraft

Score at Concert Pitch
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