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VOCAL SCORE 
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Instructions 

For:   Single channel video projection with stereo sound 

Misc. Ensemble, 3 or more players 

2 or more Vocalists / narrators / commentators (amplified) 

 

Duration:  11.5 minutes 

 

 

LINK TO VIDEO SCORE: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fXGT2TmgpYQ 

 

 

Video / Instrumentalists 

The instrumentalists respond to the video as a score. 

Primarily, the players should attempt to map, or translate the physical gestures on screen , onto their own 
instruments or playing techniques. 

However, other interpretations of the video are possible. Less abstract hand gestures can be interpreted 
for freely or suggestively. 

The ‘drawn’ images that are overlaid on the video may suggest certain actions or musical material. 

The soundtrack to the film may also be imitated or accompanied. For instance, the end of the video 
features a brief rendition of Rogers and Harts My Funny Valentine in C minor (A = 440Hz). 

The overall idea is that a relatively fast moving range of relationships, material, and delivery should be 
exploited. 

 

 

 

Vocalists 

Ideally the vocalists should have vocal microphones running through a stereo PA. 

These performers act as commentators on the live instrumentalists, using broadly physiological terms to 
describe the action. 

The vocalists should produce a fairly constant stream of material. 

To aid this, a printed score is provided with many ‘starting points’, or ‘icebreakers’. These include space 
for extemporisation, or they could be just jumping off points for more improvisatory material. 

Essentially, this is ready material at hand, to alleviate any danger of extended silences or ‘corpsing’. 

At the foot of each page of the score is a pool of ‘structural declamations’. These can be spoken at any 
time during the performance, but should be given significant weight in their delivery. 



Vocal material could also move away from merely spoken text, allowing for broader vocalisations. Indeed, 
performers could imitate or duet with instrumentalists, or respond or accompany sounds from video. For 
instance, the end of the video features a brief rendition of Rogers and Harts My Funny Valentine in C 
minor (A – 440Hz). 

The overall idea is that a relatively fast moving range of relationships, material, and delivery should be 
exploited. 

The score is comprised of 4 pages, and video lasts 11 minutes. Aim to turn pages (in order) at roughly 3 
minute intervals. 

 

 

 

Video 

There are 10 second blank ‘bookends’ at the beginning and end of the video. The starting of the video 
begins the piece, and it then plays uninterrupted for the full duration. 

 

 

Staging 

The video needs to be visible to both the performers and the audience. The players, could either have 
separate video monitors, or could be seated in a way that allows them to see a single projection screen. 

The vocalists should be in the best position to observe the performers. This may mean sitting or standing 

in the centre of the ensemble. 

 

 

 

 

If you have any questions feel free to contact Neil Luck at neilluck@hotmail.co.uk,  

or on +44 (0)7817 204019 










