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This work was developed for the Quirky Choir of Doncaster as part of the Adopt a Composer 
Scheme, funded by the PRS for Music Foundation and run by Making Music, in partnership with 

Sound and Music and BBC Radio 3. !
It is for a SATB choir (suitable for female Tenors), a large (approx. 9") untuned handbell, either 

tuned handbells or tubular bells (Middle C to C above chromatic) dependant or what is most easily 
available, a twelve string guitar and simple percussion such as tambourines or shakers. !

Dependant on the acoustic of the performance venue a microphone may be required for the spoken 
solos at b195 - 206. 

 
Score notes  !

Whisper - Performer to improvise something that emulates the rustling of plastic bags. !
Chatter - Performer to improvise by saying something that you might say if you were at Doncaster 
Market. !
Market Traders' Shouts - Distribute these among a mixture of men and women. Each designated 
solo performer repeats one ‘shout’ each time the symbol appears, in the style of a market trader. If 
the symbol appears again before their shout is finished they should complete the shout before 
starting the next. !
The designated chorus member is to separate from the group’s part and rejoin it ad lib. This is 
signified by arrows shown below for the ‘butcher shout’. 

 
       Butcher shout - “Tray of braising steaks five pound, tray of pork chops 

five pound, seven English pork chops here for five pound, they are English, 
they will freeze. Hello my luv, can I (h)elp yer?” !

Bananas shout - “Bunch a bananas a pound, pound now for a buncha 
bananas. !

Chocolates shout - “Ten for, ‘ere ten for pound, ten pound for three, yur 
Belgian Continental and Tesco’s Finest. I’ll charge you a tenner for three. If 
that’s not a bargain I’ll start work. ‘Ere ten pound for three, yur classic Belgian 
International. Yur Belgian classic, yur Belgian Continental, Tesco’s Finest, I’ll 
charge you a tenner for three” !

Randoms (not in the recording but occurs from bar 52 - 69) - Freestyle - Choose from the 
following: !
“Budgies, budgies, budgies! Three for a tenner, going cheap!” 
“Get yur elephant chops ere” 
“Kiss from Brad Pitt two pound, come and pucker!” 
“Twenty juicy sparrows, crunchy and sweet!” 
!



These performers are then required to make animal noises - cows, sheep and 
goats.  Preferably not "moo" or "baa" but some sort of moan or bleat that sounds 
like the real animal. !!

Fish Slap - Slap one hand onto the other or your arm or chest to get the best replication of a wet 
fish slapping on a board in the rhythm specified in the notation. !
Money Jingle - Arythmically Jingle your loose change in your pocket, in your hands or shake your 
purse/wallet. !

Money Beat - Drop your loose change between cupped hands to the beat in the 
rhythm specified in the notation. !!

Footsteps - Either walk around the performance space or, if that is not practical, on the spot. !!!
= START WALKING 
 !!!!
= STOP WALKING !!!!

Head movements  
 

 Up= default head position  
 Down = head lowered to a 45 degree angle to the floor. 

 !
* MY NAME IS...? !
During this passage each member of the section speaks in a projected voice the 
answers to the following questions which they have already prepared. 
1. What is your name? 2. When did you come to Doncaster? 3. What you like 
about Doncaster? Why do you stay? Why did you come? 
The choir has already decided the order in which each person enters within their 

section (suggestion - it could be alphabetical by first name). Each person waits until 
the person before them has said their name. If a performer comes to the end of their prepared speech 
they start again from the beginning without hesitation until they are all brought off at bar 219. !!



When Doncaster's Quirky Choir performed this piece they used the following texts: !
My name is Carol Benson. 
I came to Doncaster in 1970 to do a teacher training course at Doncaster College of Education, 
which was at High Melton, a pretty village a few miles out of town.  
I stayed here after graduation because I met my husband & we both got jobs here, settled down, 
bought a house & had a family. 
We have thought of moving away from time to time, but we've put down roots here. House prices 
are much higher anywhere we'd consider moving to, so that would be a problem too. 
We spent a lot of time in earlier years travelling to visit relatives in the Midlands & South-east, as 
we wanted our children to know their grandparents & extended family. 
Fortunately Doncaster is great for public transport as well as access to motorways.  !
My name is Ken Trinder. 
I was Born and raised in Doncaster, I've lived in many parts of UK from London to Aberdeen but 
always felt rooted here. in 2001 I returned after 22 years in Scotland and I guess I'll end my days 
here. I Love it's market, it's people and it's central location. !
My name is Kathleen Sweetman and I have only recently moved to Doncaster from Barnsley and 
don't miss riding my bike up them there hills. I moved here to be with my fiancé and we get married 
2 weeks on Saturday.   So I'm in love with a Donny bloke.  It's lovely here and I like the people and 
I like the fresh air and we both love singing with The Quirky Choir.  Andy has a lovely bass voice.  
I've lived here knocking on two years now and love it.  !
My name is Glynis Trinder. 
I was born in Doncaster and lived here until I went in the army at 17, Ken and I married when I was 
19 and we moved around a bit. We had a spell back in Doncaster for a couple of years and then left 
again for work commitments. After 22 years in Scotland we returned in 2001 when both my parents 
were seriously ill. We have lived in our present house for over 13 years but will be moving to our 
new home all being well in the next few weeks. 
We have made new friends and rekindled old friendships since we have been back in Doncaster. 
I find Doncaster people warm and friendly and they definitely call 'a spade a spade'! !
My name is Kay Whitfield.  
I was born in a mining village called Armthorpe which is approximately 5 miles outside Doncaster. 
I am 65 years young and still enjoy working 2 days a week.  
There are various reasons I feel Doncaster is a good place to live. It is rural and is extremely pretty 
in every season. There are a mixture of areas to live, villages and estates both council and private.  
mining villages still exist, albeit a lot of the mines have now closed, (which at the time did create a 
huge loss of jobs). Doncaster has a Mansion House which is one of only three in the country.  There 
is also a Market place which when growing up I used to go to frequently with my mother; who was 
a seamstress and was always searching for remnants of material, we were never disappointed. My 
two daughters have also settled in Doncaster, which is a bonus with my grand children growing up 
close by. !
I'm Jenny Gosling, [formerly Interlandi]. 
I'm a Doncaster born lass. 
I like living here because it's home.  



Our names are Glenys Richardson and Betty Kelly.  
We were both born here. Doncaster has always been a good place to live because it's where we were 
born and it's easy to stay as it has everything for a comfortable life. Also sometimes circumstances 
mean it's difficult to leave! It's also in a great place to get out into the countryside and north and 
south. The town has had quite a face lift in recent years and seems to have a more positive vibe. !
My name is Sheila Lynch.   
I came to Doncaster in 1970 with my husband and two babies. My husband came to the McAuley 
School as head of Maths. 
I liked Doncaster as it was a small farming town and was a major rail route. The Flying Scotsman 
steam engine was built here. 
I had two more children here  that went to good schools. I am involved with Doncaster Rovers 
football Club and of course with the Quirky Choir and also with St, Peter in Chains Church in 
Doncaster. !
My name is Linda Johnson. I arrived in Doncaster over thirty years ago. My husband was a 
member of the Royal Air Force posted from Germany to England. We decided to stay because of 
the friendly people, affordable housing and our children were happy. At the time we moved here the 
town was moving forward, there were many changes then, there have been more in recent years and 
there are more to come. !
My  name is Alison Podmore. 
I came to live in Donny in July 2013 as my husband got job here working for a Christian 
community project in Wheatley. We'd never been to Donny before but strangely enough my older 
sister was born here 50 years ago. I'm still getting used to northern ways (having moved from St 
Albans) but I really like the market area, the variety of local facilities and the cheap hairdressers! !
My name is Judith Butterfield 
I was born in Doncaster. It is very centrally located in the country and there is ease of access to both 
road and rail networks and some very lovely countryside. We have a very active dog and where we 
walk him is a re-claimed pit tip that has been landscaped. We even have deer up there now. It’s ideal 
for dog walking and when you are up there, you could be anywhere in the world!  !
My name is Charles Willis. 
I was born in Donny. I started my education here but there were forty plus in the class and no doors 
on the toilets, so I did the rest of my education away. 
It was no great loss to leave; Donny was mainly black, the buildings, the country side, the air, if you 
wiped an apple on your shirt you were in real trouble because there would be a black mark where 
the soot had rubbed off.  If the wind was in the wrong direction then the smell of de-mulders would 
roll over the town. Putrid rotting meat for the maggot farm. 
I started work locally but then went down to the bright lights of London. 
I moved back and discovered it to be a much better place than I left. The town had been cleaned up, 
the slag heaps were covered over and the smell of de-mulders had been stopped. I stay because now 
our family & friends are here and it's "home".
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