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INCANDESCENCE

Christian Mason (March/April 2011)

- on bursting into flame -
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Timeless - like distant waves or breath sounds: "shh" and "sss"
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Extremely slow, spacious
q = c. 40
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Bow on the bridge,
mostly noise 
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mainly high harmonics 
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It is ok if the instability of the 
high harmonics is audible...
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ppp fff sffz p fff sffz pp fff p dolce mysterioso mf ppp

Wild, Elemental, Mercurial Slightly slower
q = c.60 q = c.54
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A tempo
q = c.60 q = c.45rall. accel. accel. q = c.60
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"Clarinet Tone": bow approximately half way between 
the stopped note and the bridge (extreme 'molto sul tasto')
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ff pp p pp f o ff p fp fp fp fp

Extremely slow, relaxed and flexible: like wisps of cloud on a summers day...
q = c. 45
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Slightly faster q = c. 48
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Slightly faster q = c. 52
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Slightly faster q = c. 58
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pp dolce espress. mf f pp mf pp f p

Serene, delicate, wistful, melancholy
q = c.54
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f pp dolce espress. f p ff pp dolce espress. mp molto espress.

Stringendo Allargando A tempo
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ff pp

Resonant and energised,
as fast as possible!
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pp f pp f pp f

Mellifluous
q = c. 60
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Overflowing with life-force and excitement!
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I leave the precise fingering of  natural 
harmonics to the discretion of the cellist
since many different possibilities exist
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q = c.54
Slow, strange and primal - like a whale singing to the stars!
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molto accel. A tempo q = c. 54q = c. 108
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Bow on the bridge,
mostly noise
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Gradully dancing into a wild folkloristic ecstasy, 
as if in a trance of quasi-improvisatory inspiration...
q = c. 45

accel. 
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using fast, full length bow strokes
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accel. 
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q = c.225 accel. 
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As fast as possible!
q = c. 360
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q = c.180 molto rall. 
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Let sound ring on until it 
has decayed completely
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