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PROGRAMME NOTE

In the Desert is a set of five short songs on the poetry of the late nineteenth-century 

American poet Stephen Crane.  The poems are diverse in mood and subject matter, 

but all share a directness and a vividness of imagery which attracted me greatly.  

It is this directness - and indeed simplicity - that I attempted to capture in music.



from The Black Riders and Other Lines,

Stephen Crane (1871-1900)

TEXTS
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Places among the stars,

Soft gardens near the sun,

Keep your distant beauty;

Shed no beams upon my weak heart.

Since she is here

In a place of blackness,

Not your golden days

Nor your silver nights

Can call me to you.

Since she is here

In a place of blackness,

Here I stay and wait.

In the desert

I saw a creature, naked, bestial,

Who, squatting upon the ground,

Held his heart in his hands,

And ate of it.

I said, "Is it good, friend?"

"It is bitter - bitter," he answered;

"But I like it

Because it is bitter,

And because it is my heart."

Should the wide world roll away,

Leaving black terror,

Limitless night,

Nor God, nor man, nor place to stand

Would be to me essential,

If thou and thy white arms were there,

And the fall to doom a long way.

Mystic shadow, bending near me,

Who art thou?

Whence come ye?

And - tell me - is it fair

Or is the truth bitter as eaten fire?

Tell me!

Fear not that I should quaver.

For I dare, I dare.

Then, tell me!

There was, before me,

Mile upon mile

Of snow, ice, burning sand.

And yet I could look beyond all this,

To a place of infinite beauty;

And I could see the loveliness of her

Who walked in the shade of the trees.

When I gazed,

All was lost

But this place of beauty and her.

When I gazed,

And in my gazing, desired,

Then came again

Mile upon mile

Of snow, ice, burning sand.
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