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Pyjamas

I found the racks of nightwear, sat and wept.
I couldn't stand, my legs were sand and hurt,
I found I'd been abandoned while I slept.

The air was carolled, every shop was packed.
My chest was tight, my mouth was furred with dirt.
I found the racks of nightwear, sat and wept.

We'd chosen gifts, we had them wrapped and stacked.
With just another week to live apart,
I found I'd been abandoned while I slept.

I bought a woollen vest. Before you left
you'd always held me naked to your heart.
I found the racks of nightwear, sat and wept.

I tried to think pyjamas, thought bereft.
There were pyjamas there. I never thought
I'd find I'd been abandoned while I slept.

I didn't want pyjamas, blue or checked,
but just to sleep forever with your shirt.
I found the racks of nightwear, sat and wept
to think I'd been abandoned while I slept.

                                                  ANN GRAY
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