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Orchestra 
 

3 Flutes (2
nd

 doubling Alto Flute and 3
rd

 doubling Piccolo) 

2 Oboes 

Cor-Anglais 

2 Clarinets in B flat 

1 Bass Clarinet 

2 Bassoons 

Contrabassoon 

 

4 Horns in F 

2 Trumpets in B flat 

2 Tenor Trombones 

Bass Trombone 

Tuba 

 

4 Timpani 

 

Percussion: Triangle 

Suspended Cymbal 

Tam-tam 

Bongos (hand) 

Temple Blocks 

Bass Drum 

Vibraphone (2 bows) 

 

Piano (doubling Celesta)  

 

Harp 

 

Strings (14.12.10.8.6) 

 
Score in C 

Duration: approx. 3 minutes 20 

 

 

Sakura dancing 

like snow on the winds of change 

reflect in water. 
 

 

 
Written for the London Symphony Orchestra through the LSO Discovery Panufnik 

Young Composers Scheme,  

supported by the Helen Hamlyn Trust. 
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Sakura 
Notes 

 

 
 

* All trills are to a semitone above unless otherwise indicated. 

 

 

Woodwind and Brass: 

 

Wind noise: Blow air with random key clicks as 

fast as possible. Breathy white noise sound, unless 

specified, any resulting pitches are free. Flutes are first 

instructed to blow into the instrument (white noise) then 

in bars 12 – 13 to blow across the flute so pitches begin 

to be distinguished. 

 

 

 

 

Percussion: 

 

Bass Drum: To be played with wire brushes in a gentle circular 

motion with varying speeds at the performer’s discretion to mimic 

the wind noise. A suitable alternative would be very slow circles with 

the back of a wooden beater. 

 

 

 

 

Piano: Pedalling is left to the performers discretion. The nature of the piece asks the 

sound to generally be left to resonate as long as possible, but in the busier passages be 

gentle as not to amass too much dissonance. 

 

 

 

Harp:           

 

 

Quickly scrape wire string with fingernail to produce a metallic rasping 

sound.  

 

All harmonics are played where written. 
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Sakura

Flute

Alto Flute

Oboe

Cor Anglais

Clarinet in Bb

Bass Clarinet

Bassoon

Contrabassoon

Horns in F

Trumpet in Bb

Trombone

Bass Trombone

Tuba

Percussion

Piano

Harp

Violin I

Violin II

Viola

Violoncello

Double Bass
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A Sudden gust of wind

%
like the wind
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random key clicks, as fast as possible
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norm.
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( $(+ * $() () ( (,

flz.

'''* %
breathy

mf p
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#
(2.  start with 
reed removed)
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'
2.

Remove reed, blow air 
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Vowel  oo
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# $ $ $ $ $ $

# $ $ $ $ $
like the wind

Blow air, random notes
as fast as possible

Vowel  oo

'
p mf

'
-

& &

# $ $ $ $ $
like the wind

&
Vowel  oo

p mf

&
-

&

/ $ $ $ $ $ $

/ $ $ $ $ $ $

/ $ $ $ $ $ $

0
Tam-tam

p

* & sempre l.v.%
Bass Drum

$ %
 wire brushes in slow circular motion

pp

'''( % !!!! ' $ Tam tam

p

( & % &
Bass Drum

'
slightly faster circles

pp mp

'''(
+ '''( % !!!! '

#
Vibraphone (motor off)

con ped.
sempre l.v.
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(
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# $ $ $ $ $ $

# $ $ $ $ $ $

4 $ $ $ $ $ $

/ $ $ $ $ $ $

/ $ $ $ $ $ $



7 ""

""

""

""

""

""

""

""

""

""

""

""

""

""

""

""

""

""

""

""

""

""

""

""

!"

!"

!"

!"

!"

!"

!"

!"

!"

!"

!"

!"

!"

!"

!"

!"

!"

!"

!"

!"

!"

!"

!"

!"

A

A

""

""

""

""

""

""

""

""

""

""

""

""

""

""

""

""

""

""

""

""

""

""

""

""

Fl.

A. Fl.

Ob.

C. A.
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Hns.

Tpts.
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Pno.
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Cl.

B. Cl.
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