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InstrumentationInstrumentationInstrumentationInstrumentation

Piccolo

Flute 1&2

Oboe

Clarinet in Bb 1-3

Alto Saxophone in Eb

Alto Horn in Eb 1&2

(Optional Alto Horn in Eb 3)

Horn in F 1&2

Cornet in Bb 1-3

Trombone 1,2 and Bass

Euphonium

Tuba

Percussion 1-4 (Percussion 1: Bass Drum (large as possible), Slit Drum; Percussion 2: Suspended Cymbal, Guiro, Tambourine, Clash

                   Cymbals; Percussion 3: Xylophone, Tenor Drum, Vibraslap, Triangle; Percussion 4: Snare Drum, Triangle, Tubular Bell.)

Composer's NoteComposer's NoteComposer's NoteComposer's Note

This piece was commissioned as part of the finale of a site-specific music project based in Rochdale Borough Council's new building, Number 

One Riverside, as part of the Rochdale Literature and Ideas festival in October 2013.  The work itself is in 7 short sections inspired by the work 

of five local poets.  The Earthlings by Pat Barrat is a quasi-rap discussing issues surrounding prejudice from which the rhythm of the main theme 

of this section is derived; The Day Before Amy Winehouse Died by Robin Parker details the events in Norway in the summer of 2011 where 77 

individuals, many children, were brutally murdered by a right-wing extremist - here the music is a simple reharmonisation of the Norwegian 

national anthem; Spider's Web by Steve Busby portrays the predator and the prey with a canonical texture resembling that same web; the 

music recreates an always frustrating conversation in Caller Unknown by Katie Haigh; and Carol Keys' Ebb and Flow describes the stillness of 

a beach scene.  These five short sections are introduced by a fanfare based on the Rochdalian folk tune New Road to Alston which also finishes 

the work once all the main themes are reiterated in a cacophony of sound.

This work was only made possible with funds from Arts Council England, as well as finance from the Rochdale based 'Maskew Collection':

A truly inspirational couple, Annie Cockcroft and Frank Maskew met in Rochdale Library in the early 1950’s. The couple shared a profound 

love of literature and philosophy and inspired others through their knowledge and learning. They were a happy and complimentary team 

who enjoyed 26 years together before Frank died in 1981. The couple had no children and when Annie herself passed away in 2006 a 

bequest was made to Rochdale Library to purchase literature and philosophy resources. The Maskew’s relationship and progressive thinking 

formed the basis of their legacy, The Maskew Collection, which has been left to the people of Rochdale to inspire future generations in the 

joy of reading and thinking. 

This piece lasts around 8 minutes and was first performed on October 25th 2013 as part of the Rochdale Literature and Ideas Festival

at Number One Riverside, Rochdale by the Rochdale Youth Wind Band conducted by Cathie Brooks.  The concert version had its 

premiere at the National Concert Band Festival North Region, Altrincham Grammar School for Boys, in November 2013.

MB, Sept 2013.
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