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Instrumentation:

Flute

Trumpet in Bb

Double Bass

Harp

Duration c. 20'

Programme Note:

The heterogeneous nature of this ensemble is the key driving force of the piece. 

Each instrument’s material is highly characterised and rarely deviates from 

these gestural characteristics. As such the key point of interest here is how the 

instruments interact musically and manage, or don’t manage, to form a coherent 

ensemble. The piece develops almost ritualistically as a series of solos, duos, 

and trios, interspersed with what are often chaotic moments of tutti playing. No 

definitive stance is ever adopted to the ‘problems’ of getting everyone to 

cooperate, the social metaphor is definitely intended, but an attempt is made to 

take pleasure in the many diversions and inventions that are made possible by 

this. The accompanying recording is from a workshop on the first section of the 

piece (some minor revisions have been made).
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