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Composing gives me great pleasure
Composing gives me great pleasure... Das Komponieren macht mir grosse Freude
For my dear husband, a weak attempt once more on the part of his Clara of old
..the joy of creation...
[ am a woman after all, and they are not born to compose
..one wins hours of self-forgetfulness...
A woman must not desire to compose Eine Frau sollte kein verlangen haben zu Komponiere

... when one lives in a world of sound.

Clara Schumann's diaries and letters (1838-1853)

I
I played with a power

[ played with a power

A freedom from any sense of effort

Which amazes me myself

The practice of my art is a great part of me myself

It is the air in which I breathe...

... haunted at night by the fear that I could not find a single note...
On the other hand

[ would rather starve

Than play in public with only half my powers



The whole audience stood up, clapped, and shouted, and there was a flourish of trumpets...
Das ganze Publikum stand auf, klatschte und schrie, es gab Trompeten

A tremendous storm of applause...

ein gewaltiger Sturm von Applaus...

Mama was overwhelmed with flowers... flying towards her

auf sie zu fliegen

Clara Schumann's diaries and letters, and her daughter Eugenie Schumann's letter
(1839 - 1896)

Source:

Clara Schumann: An Artist's Life Based on Material Found in Diaries and Letters by Berthold
Litzmann 4th ed., tr. Grace E. Hadow Breitkopf & Hartel (Leipzig: 1913).
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Faithful Diary

Dawn breaks, my soul

is called to soar

rousing a voice within

"take up your pen, compose"
[ seize this little time

before doubt-laden clouds
darken the sun, cast all

my efforts into shade.

Only these hands I trust

set free of woman's work

they draw such music from the keys
as lifts an audience to their feet.

To you, my faithful pages,
I commit this struggle, witness

the dissonance and harmony
of Clara as she is and ever must be.

Di de Woolfson, May 2019

there is nothing to say about my life.... es gibt nichts uber mein Leben zu sagen

except what is to be found in the life of every virtuoso auBer was im Leben eines jeden Virtuoso
zu finden ist

Clara's letter to Johannes Brahms (March 1859)

Source: An Artist's Life Based on Material Found in Diaries and Letters by Berthold Litzmann 4th
ed., tr. Grace E. Hadow Breitkopf & Hartel (Leipzig: 1913).



Clara is a three-movement choral work, exploring the life of Clara Schumann with a
particular focus on her professional output as a pianist and composer. The work h
been written as part of Making Music's Adopt-A-Composer Scheme 2018-19 and the
process of writing has been a collaborative process between Ex Urbe and the
composer. In addition, the text itself draws from Clara's diaries and letters and also
features a new poem "Faithful diary"” from poet and Ex Urbe member Di de
Woolfson.

In light of Clara's 200th birth anniversary this year, the work is a celebration of her
achievements and explores Clara's internal conflict in regards to expressing her
creative voice as a composer, indicative of 19th century misogynistic attitudes, and
the strength and solace she found in her career as a virtuosic pianist.

June 2019

Duration - 20 mins approx.
I

SATB Full Choir/Double Chorus
Harp

I1

SATB Full Choir/Double Chorus
Harp

111

Soprano and Alto Duet
SATB Full Chorus
Harp



Clara
This work was developed for Ex Urbe as part of the Adopt A Composer scheme,
funded by the PRS Foundation and the Philip and Dorothy Green Music Trust,
and run by Making Music, in parntership with Sound and

Music and BBC Radio 3
Clara Schumann I Chloe Knibbs
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Free Time

Solo (cont.)
sing fragment freely, out of sync with

A wo-man must not de - sire to com-pose

Solo (cont.)

sing fragment freely, out of sync with other voices, alternating between
a slow and calm version to a fast and frustrated version
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