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Feelings* 
 

my friend 
wrote Schumann 

are stars 
which guide us 

only under 
a dark sky 

 
 

(W. G. Sebald) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The first performance was given on 30 April 2006 at Fitzwilliam College, Cambridge,  
by Michael Blake (piano) and the Fitzwilliam String Quartet:  

Lucy Russell & Jonathan Sparey (violins), Alan George (viola)  
and Andrew Skidmore (violoncello). 

 
It has been recorded by the same artists on CD MBED 002. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*From the collection For Years Now, with images by Tess Jaray.  
Reprinted by kind permission of Short Books, London, 2001. 
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To Christine Lucia

(Homage to Schumann)
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Quintet for Piano and Strings
Michael Blake

Violin 1

Violin 2

Viola

Cello

Piano

3

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

p

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

mp  

3

mp  

3

mp  

3

mp  

3

p  detached

3 3 3 3

mp  

3

sempre sim.

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

3 3 3 3 3 3 3

3 3 3 3 3 3 3

3

Peru
sa

l o
nly



6

9

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

2

4

2

4

2

4

2

4

2

4

2

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

detaché

p  detaché

pizz.

p  

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

pizz.

p  

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

3 3 3

3 3 3

arco

detaché

pizz.

p  

3 3 3 3

arco pizz.

p  

3 3 3 3 3

3

4

Peru
sa

l o
nly



12

15

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

2

4

2

4

2

4

2

4

2

4

2

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

1

4

1

4

1

4

1

4

1

4

1

4

3 3 3

mp  

3

mp  

3

mp  

3

arco 3 3 3

arco 3 3 3
3

3

3 3 3
3 3

3 3 3
3

3 3 3 3 3

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3
3

3 33

3 3

3

5

Peru
sa

l o
nly



18

22

1

4

1

4

1

4

1

4

1

4

1

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

sul tasto, solo

pp dolce, poco espress.

3 3 3

sul tasto

pp

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

sul tasto

pp

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

sul tasto

pp

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

p staccato

3

una corda

3

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

pp

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

pp

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

3

3

6

Peru
sa

l o
nly



25

28

subito mp

ord.
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

subito mp

ord.

3 3 3 3
3 3 3

3

ord., solo

subito mp

ord., pizz.

subito mp

3 3 3

subito mp

tre corde

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

3 3 3 3
3 3 3

3

5

3

7

Peru
sa

l o
nly



31

34

sul tasto, solo

pp dolce

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 33 3 3

sul tasto

pp

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

sul tasto

pp

pizz.

mp  

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

arco, sul tasto

pp

pizz.

mp  

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

pp staccato

3

una corda

3

mp

mp

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

mp detached

8

Peru
sa

l o
nly



37

39

3

3 3 3 3

3 3 3 3

3

mf

mf
arco

f

sempre sim.

arco

mf

mf

9

Peru
sa

l o
nly



41

43

3 3 3

3 3 3

p

3 3 3 3

mf p

3 3 3 3

mp  

3

mp  

3

mp  

3

mp  

3

mf mp  

3 3 3
3

f

p  mf p  

10

Peru
sa

l o
nly



46

49

3 3 3
3

3 3 3
3

3 3

3 3 3 3 3 3

3 3

3 3

p

3

mf p

3

p

3

mf p

3

sul G

p

3

f

sul G

p

3

mf

mf p p

sf sf

11

Peru
sa

l o
nly



52 q = q.

q = q.

55

12

8

12

8

12

8

12

8

12

8

12

8

mf p

mf
p

f p

mf

mf p

12

Peru
sa

l o
nly



58

60

arco

mp senza vibr. 

arco

mp senza vibr. 

pp

p

p

pp

13

Peru
sa

l o
nly



62

q. = q

q. = q

65

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

pp detaché (except slurs)

pp detaché (except slurs)

pp detaché

pp detaché

ppp staccato legato
3 3 3 3

pp staccato e poco marcato

14

Peru
sa

l o
nly



67

69 q = q.

q = q.

12

8

12

8

12

8

12

8

12

8

12

8

3 3

3 3

legato 3
3

p

p

p

ppp staccato p

pp staccato e poco marcato

15

Peru
sa

l o
nly



71

q. = q

q. = q

73

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

pp detaché

pp detaché

pp detaché

pp detaché

ppp staccato
legato

3 3 3
3

pp staccato e poco marcato

16

Peru
sa

l o
nly



75

q = q.

q = q.

77

12

8

12

8

12

8

12

8

12

8

12

8

12

8

12

8

12

8

12

8

12

8

12

8

3

3

ppp staccato3 3 3
3

pp staccato e poco marcato

p

p

p mp senza vibr. 

mp senza vibr. 

p

17

Peru
sa

l o
nly



79

q. = q

q. = q

81

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

pizz.

mp

pizz.

mp

mp

mp

3 3 3 3
3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

mp detached

18

Peru
sa

l o
nly



84

86

f
mp mf3 3

f mp mf

arco

mf

3 3 3 3

mf

3 3 3 3 3

mf
3

pp

pizz. (flesh)

pp

pizz. (flesh)

mf pp

pizz. (flesh)

pp

pizz. (flesh)3 3 3

pp

3 3 3

19

Peru
sa

l o
nly



89

92

3

3

3

3

arco

p

3 3 3 3

arco

p

3 3 3 3

arco

p

3 3 3 3 3

arco

p

3 3 3 3

p

33

3

3

20

Peru
sa

l o
nly



94

96

5

4

5

4

5

4

5

4

5

4

5

4

sul E

3

sul A

3

3 3

3 3

sul E

3

sul A

3

3 3 3

3 3

3

21

Peru
sa

l o
nly



98

100

5

4

5

4

5

4

5

4

5

4

5

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

mf
mp detaché, cresc. poco a poco

mf mp detaché, cresc. poco a poco

f mp detaché, cresc. poco a poco

mf
mp detaché, cresc. poco a poco

mf
pp staccato

* Depress silently and hold with sostenuto pedal until the end of bar 102

Sost. Ped.

*

p staccato e poco marcato, cresc. poco a poco

 (pp staccato)

mp staccato e poco marcato, cresc. poco a poco

22

Peru
sa

l o
nly



101

102

3

3

3 3 3 3mf legato, cresc.  poco a poco

f

3 3 3 3

f

3 3 3 3

f

3 3 3 3

f

3 3 3 3

3 3 3 3
f cresc. poco a   poco

(Sost. Ped.)

23

Peru
sa

l o
nly



104

107

6

4

6

4

6

4

6

4

6

4

6

4

mp 3 3 3 3

3 3 3 3

mp 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

solo

mp

3 3 3
3

mp mp

3

mp

3

3

3

3 3 3 3
3

3 3 3 3 3

3 5

3 3

mp
mp

3 3

33

24

Peru
sa

l o
nly



Meno mosso q = 40
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